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Gibbs Junior College
Hall Of Fame Inaugural Induction

VOLUME 43 NUMBER 45

Bill McCloud and Dr. Paul Mohr

All 2011 Class Inductees

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - St. Petersburg
College’s Gibbs Campus was the site of a new
and very exciting event last Thursday as
former teachers, athletes, administrators, and
coaches responded to the call to be inducted
into the Gibbs Junior College Hall of Fame.
Created by the Gibbs Junior College Alumni
Association, this inaugural event honored
nearly a dozen teachers, administrators and
coaches as well as more than 50 athletes who
served or studied at this institution of
education between 1958 and 1966. Special
recognition was offered to Robert Williams,
Dr. Walter Smith

Wesley Reed and son, Wesley Reed Jr.

Harold Williams

who was challenged by physical disabilities,
but earned advanced degrees and became an
instructor in the college’s science department.
A special physical achievement recognition
certificate has been created in Williams’ name,
and it will be awarded in the future to students
who overcome physical disabilities.
“This event honors our inductees, recognizes our supporters and sponsors as it promotes
the efforts of the Gibbs Junior College Alumni
Association to keep the legacy alive by raising
funds to sustain our general scholarship
program,” explained W. H. “Bill” McCloud, a
1963 graduate of Gibbs Junior College and a

GIBBS

Rufus Lewis

continued on pg. 8
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BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
WA S H I N G T O N , D . C .
( Tr i c e E d n e y Wi r e . c o m ) –
President Barack Obama, in what
was likely his first direct defense
pertaining to the question of the
high unemployment rate among
b l ack s an d L at i n o s , s ay s
Republicans who accuse him of
failing on jobs are playing politics.
Responding to questions from
radio talk show host Joe Madison,
president Obama all but scoffed
at a recorded statement by Tea
Party darling Rep. Michele
Bachman (R-Minn.), a presidential candidate.
“This president has failed the
Hispanic Community. He has
failed the African-American
community. He has failed us all

when it comes to jobs,” she said in
a recent speech.
“I think that’s politics. Ms.
Bachman wants to run for
president, so that’s pretty much
boiler language for all of the
Republicans right now,” Obama
said. “Everyone in the AfricanAmerican community, the Latino
community and across the country
understands we’ve had to dig
ourselves out of hole that was
created by their policies. The
question now is how do we move
forward. ”
Obama blamed Republican
lawmakers who he says have
“tried to stop every initiative
we’ve put on the table” on job
creation and haven’t “put forth a
pro-active vision” on how to
move forward.

Obama was also quick to
point to the financial mess left by
former Republican President
George Bush only two-and-a-half
years ago.
“Obviously we’ve gone
through two of the toughest years
we’ve had in our life times – economically with the financial crisis
and huge recession, we’re just
now making our way back and the
economy is growing again but it is
growing at a slow pace.
“I’m much less interested in
and I think the American people
are much less interested in just
name-calling and much more
interested in how do we concretely allow ourselves to compete
with all these other countries,”
Obama said.
The unemployment rates for

President Barack Obama

JOBS

continued on pg. 8
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

The Weekly Challenger Office:
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922
Fax (727) 823-2568

OPINION

Email:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com

Newly Elected African-American Mayors
Bolster The War On Unemployment

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best

www.theweeklychallenger.com
Readership: 100,000 monthly

lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.

BY MARC H.
MORIAL
TRICEEDNEY
WIRE.COM
“The arc of the
moral universe is long, but it
bends towards justice.” Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
The recent elections of Alvin
Brown as Jacksonville, Florida’s
first African-American mayor and
Michael Hancock as Denver’s
second black mayor, provide
much needed new hope and leadership in the war on unemployment. Both Brown and Hancock
have strong Urban League roots
and both have made job creation
in their cities job number one.
On May 19th, Alvin Brown, a
former president of the Greater
Washington Urban League Guild,
shook up the political establishment of Florida’s largest city
when he won election as
J a c k s onville’s f irst Africa nAmerican mayor. Mayor-elect

Brown’s long arc to City Hall
began in the working class neighborhoods of Jacksonville, where
he was raised by a devoted mother
and grandmother who worked two
jobs to raise him and his siblings.
He worked as a meat cutter at the
local Winn Dixie while attending
Jacksonville State University.
Hard times almost derailed his
c olle ge a s p i rat i o n s u n t i l a
Jacksonville pastor co-signed for a
loan to keep him in school.
Brown earned his B.S. and
M.B.A. from Jacksonville State
and completed post graduate study
at Harvard’s Kennedy School of
Government. He served as a
senior urban affairs advisor for
both President Bill Clinton and
Vice President Al Gore. As
executive director of the White
House Community Empowerment
Board, he managed a $4 billion
initiative to create jobs in urban
America. Upon winning the
election, Brown said, “My first
priority is jobs. We must invest in

the inner city and create publicprivate partnerships.”
Denver Mayor-elect, Michael
Hancock, credits his background
as the former President of the
Denver Urban League and his
two-terms as President of the
Denver City Council with
inspiring his run for City Hall. He
won a run-off election on June 6
and becomes the second African
American mayor in the history of
the Mile High City. Wellington
Webb was the first, serving from
1991-2003.
Hancock had a tough
childhood. Growing up, he and his
nine
siblings
experienced
p eri o d s o f h o m el es s n es s . A
brother died of AIDS. A sister was
killed by an estranged boyfriend.
Through it all, Hancock has
always been a leader, both in his
family and in the Denver
community. He attended college
in Nebraska, returning home
every summer to work in Mayor
Frederico Pena’s office. After

graduation he earned his Master’s
in public administration from The
University of Colorado-Denver.
Hancock started his career in
the 1990’s, holding down two jobs
at the Denver Housing Authority
and the National Civic League.
He joined Metro Denver’s Urban
League affiliate in 1995 and in
1999, at the age of 29, became the
youngest Urban League president
in America.
When asked about his priorities as Mayor, Hancock answered,
“Growing jobs, without question.
Everything we do will be about
the sustainability of jobs in this
city. Nothing’s more important…”
Alvin Brown and Michael
Hancock know what it means to
beat the odds. They are also both
committed to creating good jobs
so that more Americans like them
have the chance to realize their
dreams. We congratulate them on
their victories and wish them all
the best.

A “debt ceiling”
is the maximum
amount of debt
that a government can take on. In
order to spend beyond this ceiling,
Congress must agree to raise it.
The purpose of the debt ceiling is
to try to limit too much spending.
Of course, when you look at
where the debt is today, it’s easy to
see that the desired effect has not
been accomplished. The debt skyrocketed in the Administration
prior to President Barack Obama
being elected. The United States
now has a debt ceiling of more
than twelve trillion dollars, but we
need to raise the ceiling.
It seems that the Democrats
are saying we cannot balance the
budget on the backs of those who

have the least. The Republicans
are saying we must continue to
give tax breaks to those who can
most afford to pay taxes.
Recently the Legislature in
Texas suggested cutting four
billion dollars from its education
budget. Meanwhile, the
University of Texas’ annual
football budget is 100 million
dollars annually! That budget is
untouchable. We have money,
but it seems that our problem is
prioritizing how to spend the
money. When we don’t pay our
bills, our credit report is bad—
making it difficult for us to borrow
for necessities.
When our
country doesn’t pay its bills, the
same thing happens, but on a
much larger scale.
President Obama has said that
the consequences of the U.S.
defaulting on our debt if Congress

does not raise the debt ceiling will
be both significant and unpredictable. In order to avoid what
would likely be severe consequences, the ceiling must be raised
by August 2, of this year or the
options about which we know are
said to run out. It’s being called a
“hard deadline”.
The President went on to say,
“We don’t know how capital
markets will react if that deadline
passes without an agreement to
raise the $14.3 trillion limit”.
That’s what is being debated. It is
pretty certain the consequences
for the U.S. economy will be significant and despite all the efforts
to improve our economy, we will
lose ground.
I believe this hullabaloo over
raising the debt ceiling is just
another special Republican ploy to
distract the people from knowing
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Fact Check On Debt Ceiling
BY DR. E. FAYE
WILLIAMS

The Weekly Challenger

how their tax dollars are really
spent, and to prevent President
Obama from carrying on the
business of the nation. Rush
Limbaugh said at the beginning of
this President’s term, he wants
him to fail. Apparently, the same
is true for many Republicans
whose leaders have walked out of
negotiations where attempts were
being made to find common
ground.
Trying another prank will not
be successful. It is in all of our
best interest to resolve the matter,
so why all the stalling? We should
have no fear because raising the
debt ceiling will go through.
Dr. E. Faye Williams, Esq. is
National Chair of the National
Congress of Black Women. She’s
also Chair of the Board of the
Black Leadership Forum in
Washington, DC.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pathfinders Program Gives
Children A Reason To Smile
Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Viola Bates
29 Years at Lakewood High School,
36 Years as School Board Employee

Helen Houston

BY KHANA A. RILEY
CHALLENGER
CORRESPONDENT
ST. PETERSBURG - June
13 marked the beginning of
the
Pathfinders
summer
program located in south St.
Petersburg
at
Bethel
Metropolitan Baptist Church.
The camp consists of more
than 30 campers from all over
Pinellas
County.
The
learning portion of the
program is funded by the
Juvenile Welfare Board (JWB)
with services provided under
the James B. Sanderlin Center.
“Since Pathfinders is a faith
based organization, a collaborative agreement was entered
and children throughout the
community have the chance to
benefit from summer tutoring
services,” Helen Houston,
said. Houston of JWB is the
coordinator of the program.
She also tutors and is passionate about enriching students
all year long, but especially
during the summer.

Vincent Taylor and Tory “Busta”Walker

“I’m elated, I believe in
education,” Houston
expressed, as she commented
on the importance of summer
tutoring programs. “Once
children are out of school, they
need to keep their brain alert.
Especially during the down
time our children tend to
regress. With AfricanAmerican children, studies
have shown a gap in our
academic achievement and if
we can allow them to expand
their minds this summer, when
they go back to school in the
fall, there will be more of a
progression than a regression,”
she concluded.
Children and youth K-12
are welcome to utilize the
tutoring services between the
hours of 9 a.m.-12 p.m. at
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church.
After tutoring, the staff and
counselors coordinate variety
of activities from field trips,
mentoring conferences, to park
and pool-side fun. Each week,
a different field trip is planned.

“I enjoy the kids, it gives them
a chance to stay off the streets
and an opportunity to not get in
trouble. Programs like this also
give parents a peace of mind,
knowing that their children are
in a place that is safe, educational and fun,” Tory “Busta”
Walker,” said. Busta is a camp
counselor at the program. A
Pathfinders veteran of 4 years,
Vincent Taylor, echoes similar
sentiments of the importance
of having summer programs
for youth. “The Pathfinders
Program gives kids the opportunity to be involved during the
summer. Kids here have the
opportunity to get guidance,
especially the black male
youth,” Taylor expressed.
Pathfinders has partnered
wi t h B et h el M et ro p o l i t an
Baptist Church since 2007, and
they continue to provide a safe
place during the summer for
children in the community to
learn, be exposed to different
opportunities, and most importantly, have fun.

Tampa Student Awarded
$30,000 Scholarship
BY ERSULA ODOM
SPECIALTO THE
CHALLENGER
TAMPA- Shanaygne
Jackson, a Newsome High
S c h o ol gr aduate, is the
recipient of The Art Institute’s
Evelyn Keedy Memorial
Scholarship, totaling $30,000.

Her academic accomplishments as well as her
community service, and service
projects helped her achieve this
outstanding award. She was
recently involved in the presentation of a
teen violence
workshop sponsored by the
Zeta Archonette Club , participated in a debate, attended a

youth retreat, and was a contestant in the Blue Revue
Scholarship Pageant. This
month, Shanaygne begins her
studies in the Fashion & Retail
Management bachelor’s degree
program at The Art Institute of
Tampa, a branch of Miami
International University’s Art
& Design program.

WWW.T HE W EEKLY C HALLENGER N EWSPAPER . COM

For more than 29
years, students at
Lakewood High
School have shared
Viola Bates as their
second grandmother.
While working in the
official capacities of
office clerk/secretary
in the guidance
department, the front
office, or the attendance office, her day
is generally teeming
with teens who need
to talk or ask a
question about some
problem or situation
they are experiencing.
Even parents
seek her advice and
keep her informed
about the strategies
they are using in working with their teens.
Bates learned long ago that every question a
student asks is an important one (to the student)
and must be taken seriously. Too many adults
in their lives are guilty of not listening.
“Many students come in with what appears
to be a great problem. Sometimes, they just
need someone to listen to them and keep their
confidence. Other times, it is imperative that
they have the expertise of a counselor or
administrator to get them on the right track.
You have to be a good listener if you want
teenagers to communicate with you. I listen
intently while they talk. Then, I refer them to
the right person and make contact with parents
or teachers. After the facts are sorted out, the
solution may be simple, but I know that the
first step is to listen to them, Bates explained.”
“I encourage parents to be positive and
decisive with their children. As I have moved
from one office to another, I have been able to
see the needs of so many students. I also see
ways parents can promote better relationships
among their children, their peers, and their

teachers and administrators. I encourage
the students to talk
with their parents.
Wi t h e v e r y b o d y
texting and twittering, young people
have fewer conversations with parents
than I had with my
parents when I was
growing up. Of
course, we only had
a corded house
phone and texting
had not been
invented,” Bates
mused thoughtfully.
Bates actually
began working for
the Pinellas County
School Board 36
years ago. Her first
position was as a community resource person.
She worked as the liaison between the parents
and the school social workers in providing
resources for unmet needs of the students. She
and a team member made home visits, set up
appointments with teachers and parents, kept
accurate records, and provided any other
services necessary for the adults involved to
fulfill the social and educational needs of the
students.
As she looks forward to the upcoming
school year, Bates declares her reason for continuing to enjoy her job: “The students keep me
returning each day. I am actually the grandmother of three wonderful boys, but the
students at Lakewood make me feel like the
grandmother of so many more.” Within the
community, Bates is involved with First Tee, a
youth golfing program enjoyed by her
grandsons. In addition, she is on the board of
the FASTand CHAMPS programs, treasurer of
the neighborhood association, and serves on
the board of elders at Lakewood Presbyterian
Church.

Pinellas County High School
Athletes Get In The Game!
ST. PETERSBURG - Sports
physicals are an important part
of being an athlete.
Pinellas County High School
Athletes Get in the Game! Sports
Physicals on Saturday, July 23
from 9 a.m. until Noon at
Tr o p i c a n a F i e l d i n S t .
Petersburg. Cost $10, cash only.

Free parking in Lot 1. Enter
through Gate 5.
Physicians
representing
numerous specialties, with the
assistance of athletic trainers and
nurses, will conduct physicals
and answer your questions. New
this year, screening EKGs will
be performed as part of the

physical exam. Appropriate
attire is required. For more information: (727) 953-9205
The first 100 attendees will
receive two free tickets to watch
the Rays play Kansas City on
Tuesday, August 9! Tickets
available on a first-come, firstserved basis.

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00

off or 0% for 72 months.
See dealer for details.

Call Mike Hughes

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Punishment Will Fit The
Tampa Bay
HELLO
Crime According To The
SPECIAL FEATURE STORIES FROM THE TAMPA BAYAREA • BY ERSULA ODOM

First Annual Back-Yard
Bar-Be-Cue Kick-Off
TAMPA – The East Tampa
Action Group kicked off the
4th of July weekend by sponsoring their first annual “BackYard Bar-be-cue” Saturday
July 2. Held at the H.O.P.E.
Center, the activity was open to
anyone in the community who
wanted to enjoy a good meal
and share ideas. H.O.P.E
Center (Helping Our People
Excel) was co-founded by
Teresa Morning, who now
serves as vice president of the
Center. In addition to plenty of
food, there was an abundance
of entertainment, including Heard’em Say
Poetry Jam, featuring Walter “Wally B”
Jennings, Curtis Davis, Nia Scott, and Eric
Almanzar. Curtis Davis will be representing the
team as a contestant in the San Francisco
International poetry contest later this month.
Wally B sponsors a free poetry jam at the center
the last Friday night of every month. Reagan
Park’s Junior Tampa Bay Buccaneer Steppers,
coached by Coach Nikki, Coach Sweets, Coach
Kim, and Coach Charmell, presented their
precision moves. Story telling was performed
by NOMMO Drama Productions with Kamie
and Romaine McCant.
The H.O.P.E. Community Center was built
with the intention of making a positive impact
on the community, both in the lives of the individuals in the surrounding neighborhood, and in
anyone who wishes to participate in the many
programs for education, health, and spiritual
growth. On Sundays, church service is held at
the Center and a fellowship dinner is served
afterward. Monday through Saturday, the center
serves as a school/daycare center, community
meeting hall, after school program headquarters, and a safe playground, complete with basketball court and play sets for the kids.
Project Now’s mission statement also
maintains that the corporation is organized and

operated exclusively for educational, vocational
and charitable purposes. The programs consist
of, but are not limited to, local, national, and
international seminars, workshops, daycare
services, outreach advocacy programs for the
disadvantaged, women in crisis, youth opportunity programs and services, employment,
literacy, counseling, teenage pregnancy prevention, job training, placement, and acquisition.
Programs and services for the elderly, clothing
and feeding the homeless, community and
business development projects, medical
treatment facilitation projects, substance abuse
and other programs designed to aid those in
need are also available.
The center offers free computer literacy
classes seven days a week. With the assistance
of a revolving door of volunteers, they are open
daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. GED classes, barber
shop services, braiding, cooking, and sewing
classes are also offered. “They have a consistent 30 to 50 young people learning to cook and
make apparel from scratch”, said Morning.
According to Morning, the community was
treated to free food and entertainment to thank
everyone for their support. The event was one of
many ways to show appreciation. “They want to
give back to the community,” Morning said.
The center is located at 4902 North 22nd Street
in Tampa, FL.

New PTEC Tech To Open Soon
S T. P E T E R S B U R G - T h e
Pinellas Technical Education
Center is expanding its career
technical education to select
district juniors and seniors. The
newly formed pTEC Technical
In s t i tute ( pTEC Tec h) is
scheduled to open in August for
students from Boca Ciega, Dixie
Hollins, Gibbs and Lakewood
high schools. It will be located at
the pTEC St. Petersburg campus,
901 34th Street South.
These select students will
have the opportunity to pursue
workforce education while con-

tinuing to earn credits toward their
high school diploma. Students
will take academic classes for half
of their day and, for the other half,
they will be able to choose from
either automotive or health care
profession classes.
The program will emphasize
academic rigor and relevance
leading to industry certification.
Approximately 40 students have
expressed interest in becoming
members of the inaugural class of
pTEC Tech. Students who have
signed up for the program will
shadow pTEC adult students this

summer to ensure a smooth transition from their traditional high
schools.
“This is a great opportunity
for students to get relevant, handson learning in a career field of
their choice,” said Arlene Corbin,
pTEC Tech administrator. pTEC
Tech is expected to enroll between
75 and 100 students on a flexible
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. schedule and will
expand to offer additional courses
and industry certifications.
For more information, contact
Arlene Corbin, 727-893-2500.

Fair Sentencing Act Of 2010
BY KHANA A. RILEY
CHALLENGER
CORRESPONDENT
ST. PETERSBURG - The
U.S. Sentencing Commission
since the 90’s has been urging
the United States Congress to
repeal the Fair Sentencing Act
of 2010. This act was enacted in
response to the Anti-Drug
Abuse Act of 1986, which
created the initial disparity
between offenders of crack and
crack cocaine. The Anti-Drug
Abuse Act of 1986 projected
the idea that crack cocaine was
more harmful than powder
cocaine, therefore making the
punishment 100:1 (possession
of crack cocaine to powder
cocaine). As more research was
conducted, crack cocaine was
not proven to be the more
harmful and the focus turned to
trying to reprimand both
offenders. However, there are
underlying issues yet to be
addressed.
President Barack Obama
signed into law on August 3,
2010 the Fair Sentencing Act of
2010, bringing the gap between
offenses down to 18:1 and
eliminating the mandatory
minimum for simple possession
of crack. The law also put in

Sentencing Guidelines, which
allow for offenses to be consistent versus ambiguous.
The Fair Sentencing Act of
2010 also had harsh implications on the black community.
As an underlying issue, this
proved to be an area of tension
because not only was there a
sentencing disparity, but there
were theories that this law was
also racially biased with a disproportionate number of
African-Americans being
sentenced for crack cocaine
offenses. For those imprisoned
on crack cocaine charges, 80
percent of those are AfricanAmericans, however AfricanAmericans only made up 1/3 of
the population that abused the
drug. The question then
became, why is this demographic being targeted and
receiving the most time and
having the most presence in the
prison system, when they don’t
even make up the majority of
abusers?
With the results of more
African- American males being
sentenced to lengthy sentences,
the jails are becoming even
more over capacity (35
percent), families are left
without fathers, mothers have
to bear a double burden, public

health has gained attention with
the presence of Hepatitis and
HIV. Criminal records have
become even more immobilizing and citizens have lost faith
in the criminal justice and
judicial system.
The difference made by this
b i l l o n J u n e 3 0 , 2 0 11 i s
immense and opens up a
wealth of opportunities for
current crack and cocaine
offenders. The U.S. Congress,
with the urgency of the U.S.
Sentencing Commission, voted
to make the Fair Sentencing Act
of 2010, retroactive. The U.S.
Congress voted unanimously to
make the law retroactive, which
now gives 12,000 currently
incarcerated crack offenders
eligibility for a sentence
reduction. The majority of the
offenders are male (95.6
percent), and A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n ( 8 5 . 1 percent).
However, this does not mean
that offenders will not receive
the full term of their punishment, but the punishment will
actually fit the crime and try to
remedy the cases of those still
unfairly incarcerated.
For more information on
the Fair Sentencing Act 2010
Amendment Retroactive, visit
the leadershipconference.org.

Overall Pinellas County
Schools Raise School Grades
LARGO - Results of this
year’s A+ School Grades and
AYP scores released today by
the Florida Department of
Education show Pinellas County
Schools with an overall
improvement compared to last
year. Six more elementary and
one more middle school
received an ‘A’ this year. The
overall district grade was a B.
“We knew there would be
challenges this year because of
changes in the way the school
grade is calculated – the new
FCAT 2.0 test, increased
standards for writing and
changes in the rubric,” said Dr.
Julie M. Janssen, superintendent.
“In Pinellas, we had significant
improvements, especially in our
struggling schools. There’s
always room for improvement,

but overall, I am pleased that our
focus on teacher professional
development and targeting our
resources to meet specific school
needs has resulted in improved
student
performance.
Our
teachers and our students deserve
to be recognized for their
achievements.”
More elementary schools
received ‘A’ grades this year
compared to last year. Last year’s
elementary ‘F’ schools –
Lakewood, Fairmount Park, and
Woodlawn all improved their
grades this year. Woodlawn
showed the greatest improvement with a ‘C,’ sighting the
schools’ focus on 1st and 2nd
grade learning gains in reading
and math.
Bardmoor, Bay Point,
Blanton, Cross Bayou, Davis,

Sexton, Frontier, Perkins,
Jamerson, Oakhurst, Oldsmar,
Seminole, Sunset Hills, and
Walsingham elementaries all
raised their grades to an ‘A’ in
2011 to help increase the total
number of ‘A’ elementaries this
year.
At the middle school level,
Thurgood Marshall raised its
grade to an ‘A.’At John Hopkins
Middle School, under the
direction of new principal, Barry
Brown, the school’s grade
jumped to a ‘B.’
High schools have not yet
received their A+ grades - they
are due to be released in
November or December after the
graduation rates are finalized.
For more information on this
2011 School Grade Summary,
visit theweeklychallenger.com.

Skin care packed
with multiple benefits. Special offers
you don’t want to
miss. Free samples
so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at
your convenience with my
personal delivery. No crowds.
No parking hassles. No drain on your
gas tank. What better way to get all your
skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Let’$ Talk Money

by Roy James

Navigating Risky Waters: How You
Can Protect Your Retirement Assets
Saving for retirement cannot
take place in a vacuum. Whether
you are just starting out, nearing
retirement, or already enjoying
those golden years, it’s
important to be aware of the
risks we all face. That’s where a
retirement plan comes in—it
helps you identify risks to your
retirement assets and formulate
strategies for addressing them.
Risk is usually defined as
the potential for loss. When most
people think of financial risk,
they focus on investment risk
and the potential for loss due to
downturns in the economy,
changing interest rates, inflation,
or poor management of the
companies in which they invest.
These risks are typically
addressed through diversification of one’s assets—selecting
different types of investments
across several industry sectors.
Please note that there is no
guarantee that diversification
will ensure a profit, or protect
your investment against losses in
declining markets.
But risk of loss also arises
from life events such as illness,
disability, or death.
Health Risks - While most
people look to health insurance
to pay for health care, finding
adequate insurance is increasingly difficult. Rising premiums
have forced many employers to
shift a greater share of the burden

to employees and to discontinue
health coverage for retirees. The
answer is to be prepared for the
unexpected. Many experts
recommend health insurance
with high deductibles and copayments as a way to keep
premiums down, yet protect
against catastrophic loss. This
suggests keeping a portion of
your retirement assets in cash to
pay for doctor and emergency
room visits, routine physicals,
tests, and prescription drugs.
Long-term Care Risks Another risk is chronic illness or
a disability that requires not only
medical treatment but also
ongoing custodial care. Whether
the care is delivered in your
home or at a nursing facility, it
can be expensive.
Keep in mind, that while
Medicare covers most medical
procedures and treatment for
individuals, it is not intended to
pay for extended or long-term
custodial care. And although
Medicaid, a program sponsored
jointly by state and federal governments, covers long-term care
services, eligibility depends on
meeting strict guidelines and
you may be forced to “spend
down” to qualify.
A possible solution is longterm care insurance. As more
and more people live longer
lives, the risk of requiring longterm care increases.

Death and Disability Risks The financial loss due to the
death of a wage-earner can be
devastating. Sometimes overlooked is the impact on a
surviving spouse’s retirement.
Assets that had been earmarked
for retirement including IRAs,
mutual funds, and 401(k)s may
need to be tapped for immediate
needs. Life insurance can be an
affordable way to provide
generally income tax-free death
benefits (See IRC Section
101(a)) to survivors at the time
they need it most. Death benefits
can be used to settle outstanding
doctor bills, funeral expenses,
and other death-related costs.
The balance can be used to help
pay off mortgage and other
debts, fund college education
tuitions, and provide income for
survivors, leaving retirement
assets intact for the purpose for
which they were intended.
Many individuals find that
life insurance needs diminish
during retirement as mortgages
are paid off and children become
financially independent. On the
other hand, increasing estate
values and the potential for
increased death taxes can
increase life insurance needs
during
retirement.
Life
insurance can also be a good
solution for retirees who wish to
provide a bequest to a favorite
charity or create a legacy for

their heirs.
A long-term disability
results in a financial strain that is
similar to the death of a breadwinner. With a wage earner
unable to work or earn at the
same level, it is easy to divert
retirement savings to more
immediate needs. Individual
disability income insurance is a
good solution, for self-employed
professionals and other highincome individuals.
Conclusion - While risk
cannot be avoided, it can be
managed. It’s important to keep
in mind that in a world with
many risks, you’re not alone.
*This article provides
general information for the
subject
matter
covered.
Prudential Financial, its affiliates and representatives do not
render tax or legal advice. An
individual’s particular circumstances should be discussed with
a personal tax or legal advisor.
Provided
courtesy
of
Prudential. For more information, contact Roy James,
L.U.T.C.F., a financial professional with The Prudential
Insurance
Company
of
America’s
Sunshine
State
agency located in Tampa, FL.
Roy James’s private office is
located in St. Petersburg, FL. He
can
be
reached
at
roy.james@prudential.com and
(727) 327-4137.

Carefest Seeks Volunteers For Work Day
ST. PETERS B UR G –
Volunteers are needed for a myriad
of home repair projects, painting,
constructing an outside environmental classroom, mowing,
weeding and cleanup throughout
St. Petersburg neighborhoods on
Saturday, Sept. 24, 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.
The annual week of compassionrelated activities, sponsored by
Somebody Cares Tampa Bay
under the umbrella of CareFest
USA, culminates with a day of
service that gives back to the
community, benefitting individual
homeowners, schools and nonprofit organizations.

CareFest activities are a
precursor for Mayor Bill Foster’s I.
C.A.N. (Involved Citizens Active
in Neighborhoods) initiative, to
help disseminate and support
effective, efficient volunteer
efforts throughout the city of
St. Petersburg. The city’s
Neighborhood Partnership is
spearheading the day of service in
St. Petersburg. For a list of
projects, visit www.stpete.org/ican;
then click on “St. Petersburg
CareFest.” Once linked to
CareFest site “Projects in St.
Petersburg” page, click on “Adopt
This Project” and complete the

requested information. For
volunteer information, contact
Teketa Marshall, 727-892-5088,
or Philip Harris, Neighborhood
Partnership, 727-893-4110.
Neighborhood
groups,
churches, school clubs, teams and
businesses are invited to participate in one-day projects. On Sept.
24, St. Petersburg CareFest 2011
starts and ends at Lake Vista Park
with check-in and light morning
refreshments at 7 a.m., followed
by projects conducted from 8 a.m.
to Noon. Once finished at their
project site, participants are invited
back to Lake Vista for cold drinks,

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
DRAFT DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT MASTER PLAN
PUBLIC HEARING
The City Council of the City of St. Petersburg invites the public
to provide their input on the Draft Downtown Waterfront Master Plan:
Thursday, July 21, 2011, 6 p.m.
Council Chamber, City Hall
175 Fifth Street North
Notice is hereby given that all interested parties may appear at the meeting and
be heard by City Council with respect to the Draft Downtown Waterfront Master Plan.
A copy of the Plan has been posted on the City’s website at www.stpete.org/DTWFMP.
An electronic copy of the Plan can be reviewed in the public libraries and a hard copy is
available for review in the City Clerk’s Office, City Hall, 175 Fifth Street North.
If you are a person with a disability who needs an accommodation in order to participate
in this proceeding, please contact the City Clerk’s Office, (727) 893-7448,
or call our TDD number, 892-5259, at least 24 hours prior to the meeting
and we will provide that accommodation for you.
Eva Andujar, City Clerk

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

lunch and entertainment provided
for all volunteers until 2 p.m.
Last September, more than 97
projects were completed thanks to
more than 3,000 volunteers and
107 groups representing the
religious, business and collegiate
communities and service agencies
who participated in St. Petersburg
CareFest 2010. Volunteer roles
included cleaning up right-of-way
areas, installing community signs,
building a handicap ramp,
painting, handling minor home
repair projects, yard and garden
work.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Thursday, July 7 - Breakfast Optimist Club T.I. Beach
Bash, Treasure Island Municipal Beach, 10 a.m to 4 p.m.
Live music and teen performers, rock climbing wall, 20
foot water slide, bungee bounce, volleyball tournament,
water wars, water joust and more. Don’t forget your towel,
sun screen and swim suit. Bring your own lunch, TASCO
will not be providing lunch. Concessions will be sold. This
event is open to all teens in grades 6–12. Visit
http://www.stpete.org/recreation/teens.asp#tasco or call
727-892-5060.
Saturday, July 9 - Saturday Guided Hikes, Weedon Island
Preserve. 1800 Weedon Dr. N.E. 9 to 11 a.m. Guided hikes
through coastal mangrove and upland ecosystems of the
Preserve. Join us to learn about the coastal environment
and the early residents of Weedon Island Preserve. Be
sure to bring water and a snack for this two-hour hike. A
hat and closed-toe shoes are also recommended. Preregistration required. Reserve your space by 2 pm on the
Friday prior to the tour of choice. This event is free and
open to the public. Pre-registration is required.
Recommended ages: 6 and up. Visit www.pinellascounty.org/environment or call 727-453-6500.

CLASSIFIED
BUY OR SELL YOUR HOUSE TODAY! Low/No Dwn we qual you!
Free list! 727-410-7870 bestrealestatestore.com
HELP WANTED AT THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER - Sales
Associates. Call the office at 727-896-2922 for more information

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Encyclopedia of World Biography

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.
On Father’s Day 2011, I shared the following
fictional letter from Our Father. It is my hope that
this letter provides comfort and encouragement to
those who read it. The letter is based on Psalm 46
in the Hebrew Bible.
Dear Children,
I want you to know that you can trust me. I
have been a fortress when you’ve felt as if you
were under siege. I have been your fortress when
you’ve been at war with the demons within you
and the demons external to you.
I, of course, will always be there to help you.
Whenever you’re in trouble, you can count on me
because I will help you through your troubles.
You don’t have to fear anything. If there are
earthquakes, hurricanes, or tsunamis, I will take
you through them – even if it means bringing you
home to me.
Just as the river flows, nourishing all life
within and around it, I will take care of you.
Envision a river flowing through your city.
Imagine that the river flows through your city and
into my home. What a joy it would be for you to
float down the river to my house. The truth is, I

am in your city. I am in every city. I am the author
of all cities. Any city where I reside will not be
shaken. I will help you when the time is right.
Wars may be all over the world. Kingdoms
and governments will fall. But at the sound of my
voice, earth will melt away.
I am all powerful, and I am with you. I am the
God of Jacob and I am your fortress.
Come and see the things I’ve done on earth.
I’ve ended wars all over the world. Because I am
a God of peace, I get rid of weapons of mass
destruction: nuclear bombs, machine guns, etc.
Just calm down, stop, desist, and stop your
whining and complaining. Stop trying to be God.
Let me do my job. Learn that I am God. I hope
this letter assures you that you really do not have
anything to worry about. I have taken care of you
for a long time and I will continue to do so. At
some point all nations on earth will honor me. I
am all powerful and I am with you. I am the God
of Jacob and I am your fortress.
Love,
Your Father

OBITUARY
Funeral Services for Mr. Lawrence
L. Pope Sr., 86 of St. Petersburg, FLwho
passed away Monday June 27, 2011,
will be held Saturday July 9 at 11 a.m. at
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church,
St. Petersburg, FL. The Reverend Robin
Whitlock, of St. Augustine Episcopal
Church, will officiate the services.
Interment will follow at Royal Palm
Cemetery South.
Lawrence Pope was born in Cocoa
Beach, Fl to the late Pearl (Stanley) and
George Houston. Mr. Pope was educated and raised in
Daytona Beach, FL. He was an accomplished musician,
and following his graduation from high school he served
in the armed forces during World War II. During his time
in the service he toured with the 771st Army Band,
playing his instrument of choice the trombone. After
receiving an honorable discharge from the army, he
enrolled in Florida A&M University. There he became
one of the original members of the famous high stepping
Marching 100 Band. Under the direction of Dr. William
Foster he played alongside jazz greats Julian
“Cannonball” Adderly and brother Nathaniel Adderly.
Following graduation from FAMU with a Bachelor
of Arts in music he began a 30 year career of symphony
and band instruction initiating at Rochelle High school in
Lakeland, Florida, Plant City High in Plant City. In 1959
he accepted the position of Symphony Director for the
Pinellas County School System at 16th Street Junior
High in St. Petersburg, Florida, now known as John
Hopkins Middle School. In addition to teaching he gave
hundreds of students free music lessons following
school hours. He later included the duties of Band
Director at 16th Street Junior High School, continuing to
share his talents and gifts with every student desiring to
play a musical instrument. Mr. Pope’s instrument of
choice was the trombone, although he mastered every
instrument with the exception of the harp. He also

owned and operated a television repair
shop and played with local jazz bands,
including jazz pianist, Al Downing. In
1982 he retired from the Pinellas County
School system, continuing to direct the
music for St. Augustine Episcopal Church.
While at St. Augustine he began a garden
ministry that provided a wide range of vegetables for his church members and the
community.
He is preceded in death by his parents
Pearl (Stanley) and George Houston; his
stepfather, (the late) Richard Pope Sr., and his wife, (the
late) Oretha (Brown) Pope. Abrother, (the late) Richard
Pope Jr., and a niece, (the late) Lafawn Cowart.
He is survived by two daughters Lauren Jordan;
husband Frederick Jordan of Tampa FLand Ms. Oretha
Pope, Jr., of St. Petersburg, FL.
One son, Lawrence L. Pope Jr. and wife Jacqueline
of Atlanta, GA. Anephew, like a son, Quinten Welch of
St. Petersburg, FL. Three grandchildren, Letetia Ware, of
Tampa, FL, Darris Pope and Devin Pope of Atlanta GA.
One great granddaughter Li’ana Jordan of Tampa, FL.
Two sisters, Mary Elizabeth Cowart, and Reeva
Desmore of Daytona Beach FL, and a step-sister
Charlene Pope of Las Vegas, NVTwo sisters-in-laws,
Mary Louise Butler of St. Petersburg, FLand Evelyn
Pope of Daytona Beach, FL.
The memorial service and viewing will begin at
6 p.m. Friday, July 8. The family will receive guest at the
Creal Funeral Home Chapel, 1940 7th Avenue, South in
St. Petersburg, FL. On Saturday, July 9 the viewing of
the deceased will only be available prior to the start of the
11 a.m. service at St. Bartholomew’s Church located
3747 34th Street, South.
In lieu of flowers donations can be made to the
Florida Suncoast Hospice, in memory of Lawrence L.
Pope Sr., 3050 1st Avenue, South, St. Petersburg, FL
33712.

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death,how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

Asa Philip Randolph

Asa Philip Randolph was
born in Crescent City, FL,
April 15, 1889, the second of
two sons of James and
Elizabeth Randolph. His father
was a traveling minister of the
African Methodist Episcopal
Church and his mother was
also devoted to the church. The
family moved to Jacksonville,
Florida, in 1891. Randolph
attended local primary schools
and later went on to the
Cookman
Institute
in
Jacksonville, FL.
W.E.B. Du Bois’The Souls
of Black Folk convinced him
that the fight for social equality
was more important than
almost anything else. In the
spring of 1911 Randolph left
Florida for New York City,
where he studied at the City
College of New York while
working as an elevator
operator, a porter, and a waiter.
While taking classes at the City
College, Randolph discovered
great works of literature, especially those of English playwright William Shakespeare,
and he also began to sharpen
his public speaking skills.
Following his marriage in
1914 to Lucille E. Green,
Randolph joined the Socialist
Party of Eugene V. Debs. The
Socialist Party was a political
party that believed the
producers, or working class,
should have the political power
and ability to distribute goods.
In 1917 Randolph and
Chandler Owen founded the
Messenger, a radical publica-
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tion now regarded by scholars
as among the most brilliantly
edited work in African
American journalism.
Randolph’s belief that the
African American can never
be politically free until he was
economically secure, led him
to become the foremost
supporter of the full integration of black workers into the
American
trade
union
movement (bringing blacks
into the ranks of trade unions,
which fought for the rights of
workers).
In
1925,
he
undertook the leadership of the
campaign to organize the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters, which would become
the first African American
union in the country. The uphill
battle, marked by fierce resistance from the Pullman
Company (who was then the
largest employers of African
Americans in the country), was
finally won in 1937 and made
possible the first contract ever
signed by a white employer
with an African American
labor leader. Later, Randolph
served as president emeritus
(honorary president) of the
BSCPand a vice-president of
the American Federation of
Labor and Congress of
Industrial Organizations.
In the 1940s Randolph
developed the strategy of mass
protest to win two major
executive orders, or orders
from the government. In 1941
he developed the idea of a
massive march on Washington,
D.C., to protest the exclusion
of African American workers
from jobs in the industries that
were producing war supplies.
He agreed to call off the march
only after President Franklin
Roosevelt issued Executive
Order 8802, which banned discrimination in defense plants
and established the nation’s
first Fair Employment Practice
Committee. In 1948 Randolph
warned
President
Harry

Truman that if segregation in
the armed forces was not
abolished, masses of African
Americans
would
refuse
entering the armed forces.
Soon Executive Order 9981
was issued to comply with his
demands.
In
1957
Randolph
organized
the
Prayer
Pilgrimage to Washington to
support civil rights efforts in
the South, and in 1957 and
1958 he organized a Youth
March for Integrated Schools.
In August 1963, Randolph
organized the March on
Washington, D.C., fighting for
jobs and freedom. And in 1966,
at the White House conference
“To Fulfill These Rights,” he
proposed a ten-year program
called a “Freedom Budget”
which would eliminate poverty
for all Americans regardless of
race.
The story of Randolph’s
career reads like a history of
the struggles for unionization
and civil rights in this century.
He lent his voice to each
struggle and enhanced the
development of democracy
and equality in America.
Randolph always said that his
inspiration came from his
father. “We never felt that we
were inferior to any white
boys,” Randolph said. “We
were told constantly and continuously that ‘you are as able,’
‘you are as competent,’and
‘you have as much intellectuality as any individual.’”
Randolph died May 16, 1979.
Throughout
Randolph’s
years as a labor and civil rights
leader, he rocked the foundations of racial segregation,
pressuring presidents and corporations alike to recognize the
need to fix the injustices
heaped on African Americans.
Embracing
a
nonviolent,
forward-looking
activism,
Randolph will be remembered
as both a radical activist and
“Saint Philip.”

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

2-1 5-2
6-4 4-8
7-3 3-5

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Alex Smith Ready To Show
Lockout Helped Him, 49ers

Alex Smith

BY ANTONIO GONZALEZ
SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) - Camp
Alex II is officially over.
Nobody knows for certain when
the San Francisco 49ers will begin
training camp. Or if Alex Smith can
be as successful of a quarterback this
fall as he has been this summer.
The 49ers’ former and apparently future quarterback ended his final
scheduled informal team workout
Friday. After organizing two
separate four-day mini-camps at San
Jose State that included most of the
offensive players, Smith said he has
installed about as much of new
coach Jim Harbaugh’s West Coast
system as he can this summer.
All he can do now is wait for the
NFL lockout to end so he can show
how much the workouts really
accomplished.

``I know what I installed and
everything I basically threw at the
wall. I don’t know how much of it
stuck to the wall,’’ said Smith, a free
agent expected to re-sign with the
team. ``And I think that’s going to be
the test when these guys come back,
whenever this thing ends, how much
of it stuck.’’
At the very least, Smith believes
the workouts have put the 49ers in a
better position.
San Francisco has among the
most to lose the deeper the labor disagreement goes, with so much under
Harbaugh that is unknown and
unsettled. Smith spent just a few
hours with Harbaugh and his staff
when the lockout was briefly lifted,
leaving the team’s headquarters with
boxes of game highlights and a
playbook.
Smith studied the information
and relayed that to his teammates
during classroom sessions he taught
on a drawing board. He even
quizzed them when it was over and
awarded
undisclosed
prizes,
revealing only that receiver Kevin
Jurovich left happiest.
The two dozen or so players at
most of the workouts which was
down to 10 offensive players on the
last day because of the upcoming

holiday weekend also went into
Spartan Stadium for about 90
minutes to run plays each day led by
Smith.
``I got put in a position where I
just kind of felt like I needed to do
it,’’ he said. ``All of a sudden, I
didn’t know how long the lockout
was going to go, as it got longer and
longer, more and more I felt like we
were behind the eight ball and
needed to do something.’’
That leadership quality has been
sorely missing from San Francisco’s
quarterback.
The 49ers haven’t had a winning
season or reached the playoffs since
2002, and inconsistency at the
position might be the biggest reason
why. With the exception of receiver
Michael Crabtree, who has openly
questioned whether Smith is the
presumed starter, players at the
workouts have said all the right
things about Smith.
There’s still little from his past
play to suggest he will be the
franchise’s long-term solution, and
the presence of second-round pick
Colin Kaepernick figures to ignite
the fan pessimism that revolves
around Smith the first time the 2005
No. 1 overall pick throws an interception.

Smith will be the first to admit
the workouts he organized will be
meaningless if he can’t finally
deliver consistently when it counts.
The only action from this summer
Harbaugh will see will be on video
from the workouts Smith taped. The
rest will be up to the quarterback to
prove in front of the new coach.
Smith is flirting with the idea of
holding another mini-camp or even a
larger session to mimic training
camp if the lockout persists into late
July. With so many free agents on
the defensive side, Smith isn’t sure
he could find 11 players to fill out a
roster and he wouldn’t hold contact
drills anyway for fear of injuries.
Smith and others will continue
to lift weights and exercise at San
Jose State in smaller groups in the
coming weeks, waiting to find out
when training camp begins and if
Smith can be as accomplished a
quarterback against an NFL defense.
``I would feel pretty good at this
point if training camp started,’’
Smith said. ``Training camp is
where the bulk of the work comes in
anyway. You love the offseason
program, but I think it serves as the
same type of thing. It’s an introduction to this stuff. The real football
starts in training camp.”

W W W .T HE W E E K L Y C H A L L E N G E R N E W S P A P E R . C O M

Earnhardt Jr. Furious
After Frustration At Daytona

Dale Earnhardt Jr.

BY JENNA FRYER
DAYTONA BEACH (AP) Dale Earnhardt Jr. made it clear
he’s no fan of the current style of
restrictor plate racing before he
even
arrived
at
Daytona
International Speedway.
``I’m not looking forward to
going to Daytona, not with the
way the drafting is there,’’ he said
a week before Saturday night’s
race.
``It’s really weird and kinda
wrong on some levels to race that
way,’’ he said the day the track
opened.
But if there was any doubt, he
ended it after a frustrating 19thplace finish that had his passionate
army of fans accusing Hendrick
Motorsports teammate Jimmie
Johnson of sabotaging Earnhardt’s
chance to win.
``I am really ticked off. It was
a foolish ... race. I don’t know
what to tell you,’’ he fumed. ``I
don’t like this kind of racing and
you know it.’’
Earnhardt didn’t appear to be

``ticked off’’ at Johnson, the
teammate he partnered with for
the second consecutive plate race.
He had pushed Johnson to the win
at Talladega in April, and Johnson
said all week he was willing to
return the favor at Daytona.
There once was a time when
Earnhardt didn’t need help to win
at Daytona, when he could just
slice his way to the front and hold
off a train of traffic in the closing
laps. That’s how he did it 10 years
ago, on his first visit to the track
following his father’s fatal
accident in the 2001 Daytona 500.
And that’s how he did it 17
months ago, when he charged
from 10th to second in the breathtaking final two laps of the seasonopener.
But the racing has changed
dramatically since then, and
drivers now need to create a twocar hookup to get around Daytona.
They use one spotter, with the lead
driver taking traffic signals,
guiding the trailing driver, who is
stuck in a perpetual blind spot as
he’s glued to the rear bumper.
The tandem racing debuted at
the start of the season, was
elevated to a more sophisticated
level at Talladega, and led almost
every driver to pick a partner and
devise a strategy even before they
got to Daytona.
``I’d rather have control of my
own destiny and be able to go out
there and race and just do my own

work and worry about my own
self,’’ Earnhardt said on Thursday.
``Been growing up all these years
racin’ for No. 1, lookin’ out for
No. 1, doing my job. This is what I
need to do, I need to do this to get
up through the pack. This is how
my car drives. Now you are doing
it so different. Your thought
process and everything you think
about during the race is nothing
near that.
``It is just different and
weird.’’
Maybe Earnhardt would have
felt differently had the outcome
been a little better Saturday night.
But as winner David Ragan made
his move toward the front with
teammate Matt Kenseth, the
Earnhardt-Johnson duo found
itself mired in traffic.
Then they were separated
when Johnson ducked onto pit
road, but Earnhardt stayed on the
track. It was obviously botched
communications that sunk their
chances at the win.
``I’m driving my car, do what
I’m told,’’ Earnhardt said. ``They
decided to do something different.
I can’t run the whole damn thing
from the seat of the damn race car.
I’m just doing what I’m told out
there. I don’t know how that
affected us, if it did at all. It
probably didn’t.’’
Johnson, apparently getting
blasted on Twitter from angry JR
Nation fans, posted on his page

immediately after the race that he
``didn’t leave Jr hanging’’ and
crew chiefs Steve Letarte and
Chad Knaus make the decisions.
``You people are crazy,’’ he
wrote on Twitter. ``When my crew
tells me to pit, I pit. Steve and
Chad sort out the details.’’
But that wasn’t even what
ruined Earnhardt’s race. It came
later, on the final two-lap sprint,
when he said Jamie McMurray
drove into the side of his
Chevrolet and turned him.
``I had it saved, and then he
came on and got him another
shot,’’ Earnhardt said. ``Brought
the KO. punch the second time
and spun us around.’’
The style of racing won’t
change before NASCAR goes to
Talladega in October, when
drivers, maybe even Earnhardt,
will be competing for the Sprint
Cup championship. Each move
will be critical, and every driver
will be dependent on someone
else.
It’s not comfortable for
Earnhardt, and he doesn’t think
it’s suitable. He’s the most
outspoken driver about the current
state of plate racing, but he’s definitely not alone.
“It’s so hard to see how many
hours these (crew) guys put into
these cars, to have it torn up in the
blink of an eye like that,” Johnson
said. “But it is what it is and we’ll
just go on to the next one.”

No Free
Agency Now,
Maybe No NBA
Games Later
BY BRIAN MAHONEY
NEW YORK (AP) No free agency now,
maybe no games later.
The NBA lockout
claimed a quick casualty in
Day 1, when the free
agency period did not open
as usual on July 1.
Games eventually
could be lost, too, if owners
and players can’t make
progress whenever they
start talking again.
``It’s going to get ugly.
I’ve already been on the
record saying I don’t think
they’re going to play at all
next season,’’ Hall of
Famer and TNT analyst
Charles Barkley said
Friday.
The last lockout
reduced the 1998-99
season to 50 games, and
players
say
they’re
prepared to hang in as long
as necessary this time,
rather than agree to the
financial changes owners
are seeking.
The silence of this July
1 was a sad contrast to the
dizzying events of exactly
one year earlier, when
LeBron James welcomed
the New York Knicks and
New Jersey Nets to
Cleveland to hear their
pitches, and teams crisscrossed the country in
pursuit of other stars that
were available.
Interest in the league
surged from there, right on
through the NBA finals that
drew some of the best TV
ratings the event had seen
in years.
``Basketball as a sport
is in such a great place right
now. It’s a shame it came to
this,’’agent Marc Cornstein
said. ``Hopefully, we can
resolve this in a fair and
equitable way.’’
And, owners would
add, a profitable one. Tired
of losing millions in a
system that has guaranteed
players 57 percent of
revenues, they want an
overhaul that would allow
small-market teams to
compete with the big
spenders, and all of them to
make money.
Deputy Commissioner
Adam Silver has said some
teams would be better off if
there were no games this
season, though stressed no
owner wanted that to
happen. The NHL shut
down for a year to get the
salary cap system it sought.
With NBA owners seeking
the same result, the
question is: Would they be
willing to take the same
route?
‘’I’m not scared. I’m
resigned to the potential
damage that it can cause to
our league, all of the people
that earn a living from our
league,’’ Commissioner
David Stern said. ``As we

get deeper into it, these
things have the capacity to
take on a life of their own.
You never can predict what
will happen.’’
With the NFL in a
lockout since March, two
of the four major U.S.
sports are in shutdown
mode. In case you’re
wondering, Major League
Baseball is next on the
clock, with its collective
bargaining
agreement
expiring at the end of the
day on Dec. 11 though
players and owners hope to
have a new deal before
then. The NHL’s deal goes
until Sept. 15, 2012.
The NFL already has
lo s t
free
a g e n c y,
mi n i c a m p s a n d s o m e
workouts during its
lockout, with training
camps still a few weeks
from opening. If the NBA’s
work stoppage were to last
as long, it clearly would put
the start of the 2011-12
season in October in
jeopardy.
``If we were out as long
as it appears the NFL will
be out, even on a best-case
scenario, given the length
of our season, that would
take us to a place that
would assure a lot, I think,
more damage because we
have such a long season,’’
Stern said last week. ``And
I think that motivates us on
both sides to see whatever
we can do.’’
T h e y c o u l d n ’t d o
nearly enough before
Thursday’s deadline, not
with the enormous gap in
their financial proposals.
Union executive director
Billy Hunter said the sides
hoped to meet again in
about two weeks and
would perhaps start with
other topics instead of
going right back to
economics.
In the meantime,
rookies are missing the
chance to play in summer
league games and don’t
know when their first
paycheck will arrive.
National teams are
worrying about putting
together rosters for
Olympic qualifying tournaments that won’t include
their top players.
And down the line,
there’s the fear that an 82game schedule won’t exist
next season.
``Nervous? I wouldn’t
say that’s the right word for
it. Probably upset, a little
frustrated because we just
want to play basketball,’’
Hornets All-Star Chris Paul
said. ``At the end of the
day, we just want to do
what’s right. We want a fair
deal. We just want to hoop.
Like I’ve said before, it’s all
about our fans. I think the
worst thing about this
whole situation is our fans.
They want to see us play.’’
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GIBBS

continued from front page
member of the Hall of Fame
Committee. McCloud has been
the president of the Gibbs Junior
College Alumni Association
since 2006.
Gibbs Junior College was a
predominately black institution
that started in 1957. It was
located on the site where the
athletic field, administration suite
and language arts building of
Gibbs High School now sit. The
college and the high school were
separate institutions on separate
sites, next door to each other.
During its brief existence, Gibbs
Junior College served thousands
of students from around the
Tampa Bay area. In 1967, the
college was closed, and the
faculty and staff merged with the
faculty and staff of St. Petersburg
Junior College on both the
St. Petersburg and Clearwater
campuses
McCloud explained that the
idea to develop a hall of fame
first occurred to Dr. Norm
Jackson, the former basketball
coach for Gibbs Junior College.
After he attended the funeral
of a former basketball player,
Benjamin Span, he wanted to do
something to keep his memory
and his history alive. Following
the annual alumni reunion in
2010, a planning committee was
formed and Minson Rubin was

elected chairman. Rubin, along
with co-chair Rufus (Jabo)
Lewis, worked with committee
members and pulled together a
proposal for the “Hall of Fame”
induction program as a Gibbs
Junior College Alumni Association
project. St. Petersburg College
(SPC) became a sponsor after its
President, William “Bill” Law,
Jr., and Vice -P res i d en t o f
Academic and Student Affairs,
Dr. Tonjua Williams, reviewed
the information and agreed that it
was, indeed, a project to which
they wished to give encouragement, advice and assistance.
“One of the main things we
expect to achieve with this
program, is the opportunity to
honor and recognize Gibbs
Junior College graduates, their
coaches, and the faculty as a way
of pointing out the lasting impact
and legacy of the institution,”
McCloud expressed. “My plan is
to ensure that the alumni board
fully supports the committee in
this endeavor, both with its vote
and finances. The community
can be very proud that the individuals we’ve honored have
become outstanding leaders, not
only in the Tampa Bay area, but
across the country. Many of those
honored have gone on to become
presidents of colleges, such as
Dr. Walter Smith, a high school
drop-out who obtained his GED,
graduated from Gibbs Junior
College, and years later, became

Dr. Karen White

the president of Florida A&M
University (FAMU). We inducted
63 members at this ceremony and
we expect to continue this
induction every two-years.”
In addition to being co-chair
of the committee, Rufus (Jabo)
Lewis was inducted into the hall
of fame and expressed his
feelings about receiving the
honor. “I feel honored and proud,
and I thank the committee for
thinking I deserved this recognition,” Lewis said. “I appreciate
the confidence that the coach
showed in me by allowing me to
play at Gibbs Junior College. As I
look out at other honorees, I am
thankful for the opportunities
afforded me and my teammates
to play basketball, get an
education, and prepare for a successful life. The program
developed by the GJC Alumni
Association will help young
people by raising funds for scholarships that we give to students to
pursue their dreams at SPC. I
enjoy doing this to help other
young people continue their
pursuit for higher education.
Trophies and artifacts will be
placed in the gym at SPC for all
to admire and keep track of the
names as they are added to the
perpetual plaque,” he added.
McCloud recalled the year
that St. Petersburg College,
located on the corner of 5th
Avenue North and 66th Street
was renamed SPJC/Gibbs in an

effort to recognize the contributions that Gibbs Junior
College made to Pinellas
County communities. Dr. Karl
Kuttler, the college president at
that time, and Rev. Mack James
Williams, the first AfricanAmerican member of the SPJC
Board of Trustees enthusiastically accepted a recommendation by McCloud to make the
change, since they and others
hoped for a greater degree of
unity on the campus and within
the community. GJC alumni, it
has been noted, continue to
make a difference, in Pinellas
County and all over the world.
“We continue to need the
support of the entire
community, also,” McCloud
continued, “especially for the
n e x t c e r e m o n y, w h i c h i s
planned for Memorial Day
w e e k e n d i n 2 0 1 2 . We a r e
asking for donations of any
memorabilia associated with
Gibbs Junior College or its
alumni,” McCloud said. “We
will sponsor our fifth annual
Scholarship Golf Tournament
on Sept. 3 at the Innisbrook
Resort and Golf Club in Palm
Harbor. Since 1996, the association has awarded more than
45 scholarships to minority
students attending the SPC
Gibbs campus. An endowment
has been established to ensure
that the scholarships will be
awarded in perpetuity.”

Edward Leggett

Carolyn Macon

Dr. Coach Norman Jackson

George Washington, Jr.

Macetta Gross

Joseph Myrick

Minson R. Rubin

Jimmy Williams

Rev. Theodore Lockhart

Norris Collins

Eddie Jackson

Billy Moore

Willie Foster

Bill McCloud, Josephine Smith, Barbara Norris, Willie Foster

Myrtle Williams
Minson Rubin, Dr. Karen White, Myrtle Williams and Rufus Lewis
unveil the placque of honorees.

Mrs. Mack Williams

JOBS

continued from front page
African-Americans has remained
in the teens - twice that of Whites
and well-above the national
average - before and during the
Obama Administration. Latino
unemployment has remained
slightly lower than AfricanAmericans, but also well above

Whites and the national average.
Obama said he is currently
dealing with some underlying
issues that will lead to an increase
in job creation. One of those
issues is the decline in manufacturing, he said. Discussing a
new jobs creation initiative called
the Advance Manufacturing
Partnership, he said the first step is
to train workers and invest in

basic science and research.
Joe “The Black Eagle”
Madison is a 30-year talk radio
veteran, who airs daily on Sirius
XM Channel 128 and on WOLAM 1450 in Washington, D.C.
Madison pressed Obama on
whether Historically Black
C o l l eg es an d Un i v ers i t i es
(HBCUs) will participate in the
new partnership.

The President responded,
“Let’s get top universities,
community colleges, higher
education across the board,
including HBCUs, and figure out
how are we going to train the
engineers, the computer scientists,
etc. who are going to be creating
these jobs. But also, how are we
going to train students at a
community college so they can

operate a robot and make
money?”
As an example, the President
pointed to how auto manufacturers – historically among the top
employers of black workers - are
now making profits, which they
haven’t in a decade. Just like the
competitiveness within the automobile industry, other industries
such as clean energy, robotics, and

biotechnology will follow suit, he
said.
“America still has to have a
strong manufacturing base in
order for the economy to be successful and we’ve got to look at
where the jobs of the future are
going to come in manufacturing,”
Obama said. “And everybody’s
got to participate.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

912 3rd Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

REV. BRYANT A. FAYSON, PASTOR
Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ----------11:00 a.m.
WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.
12 Noon Wed. Bible Study • 7 pm Tue. Bible Study
"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME, the oldest
African-American Church in St. Pete."

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
SAVE THE DATE! You
don’t want to miss our August
26-27, Women’s Conference “Being Fully Persuaded in
Holiness as Women of God” held at our church. Dr. Sheila
M. Bailey, wife of the late Dr. E.
K. Bailey, is our speaker. She is
an inspirational speaker on
issues that focus on women and
the family. Her poignant style
will hold the attention and

respect of any audience. FMI:
info@mzprogressive.org.
Our Children and Youth
Ministry continues “The Armor
of God” Series every
Wednesday evening at 6:30 in
our Youth Chapel.
Casual Sundays (JuneAugust) are back. However, in
reverence and respect of God’s
House, we do ask for modesty
in apparel.
As a reminder, C.A.R.E.
(Choosing Addiction Recovery
Efforts) is a faith-based support
group for substance abuse.

Meetings are held 7 p.m.
Fridays at 1906 9th Avenue
South. FMI: Rev. Keith or
Jewel Murphy at 894-2595.
Mt. Zion membership is not
required!
NOTE: On Sunday, July 31,
our 10 a.m. Worship Service
will be the ONLY service held
due to our “Family Connection
Sunday.”
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church is a Family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved
and teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of Christ.
The Crown Financial Ministry
class will commence on Sunday,
July 10, at 4:00 p.m. for ten consecutive weeks at The Ship.
Minister S.P. Saulsby, Instructor.
Please call 727-906-8300 for
further information.
Journey in Peace Seminar –
The Bereavement Ministry will host
an important bereavement seminar
focusing on topics such as, burial
expenses, cremation and the
journey process Saturday, July 23, at
10 a.m. This seminar is sponsored
by Smith’s Funeral Home. Please
contact Sister Bernice Huntley,
Director at 727-894-2266.

Friendship is excited to
announce that all children are
invited to our Vacation Bible
School. Give your child a new
passion for God’s Word and for
Jesus! VBS – July 25-28, each night
at 7:00. The VBS staff looks
forward to your child being a part of
the awesome activities that help
faith flow into real life. Theme:
Faithbook. Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Pastor. Minister S.P. Saulsby, Dean
of Christian Education Ministry.
How would you like to be a part
of an enthusiastic ministry that loves
making joyful noises unto the Lord?
The Employee Relations Ministry
of FMBC, Inc. is now accepting
applications for the Assistant
Minister of Music/Organist.
Interested? You might be the person
we are on the lookout for. But that’s
not all. You need to posses the
ability to read music, musically
trained or hold a degree in music
(preferred). Please contact FBMC

Office if interested: 727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find it
through Jesus Christ. Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcome
you to open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45 and
10:45. Sunday School begins at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the glory
of God. Come join us each
Wednesday for Noonday Bible
Study or each Wednesday night at 7
as we study the Book of Hebrews,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment – Awana
curriculum convenes on Thursday
nights, at 7. First Lady Teresa
Evans, director of Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint Petersburg,
FL 33712. Our telephone number is
727-906-8300. Don’t forget to visit
our website:www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church
Pastor Bryant A. Fayson and
the members of Bethel A.M.E.
Church invite you to join us as
we celebrate our 2011 Family &
Friends Day with the theme:
“Family & Friends: Restoring,
Rebuilding, & Revitalizing

Christian Values.” Our colors
for the events are purple and
white. The following events
have been planned:
On Sunday, July 17, Family
& Friends Day will be celebrate d at the 11 a. m . wo rs h i p

service. The guest speaker is
Shawn Thomas, youth minister
at Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church. For more information,
please call the church at (727)
822-2089.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons
and trustees, and the entire congregation extend to the
community at large, this wish
for an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Events for July
Jul 16 - Women’s Bible
Study at 4 p.m. Join us as we

continue our study of “The
Power of a Praying Woman”
July 18-24 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Convention
and Youth Convention
July 27-30 - Congress No. 2
will be hosted at St. Mark
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children
and
Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community are

welcome to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday
Mornings 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House in the
City,” under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston, extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m.
for Sunday School and at 10:15
a.m. for worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/
Children Rising are held
Wednesday evenings, at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, peoplecentered, team-centered and

Bible-based ministry with priorities focused on love, forgiveness,
unity, peace and growth. We
celebrate in worship, we care for
one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately, and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity. Living
out these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for all
ages and interests.
We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line. 727-321-9645.

Upcoming Events:
Prayer Breakfast July 9,
8:30 a.m. Hosted by the
Sunday School Ministry
Family Meeting July 15,
7 p.m.
Pastor’s Anniversary July
24, 10:15 a.m.
“Driven by God’s Faithfulness:
His will done on Earth as in
Heaven in 2011.”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.
rr.com
Website: www.bmmbc.org

The Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church
The Reverend Dr. D. Lovett
Sconiers has been blessed with
the privilege of preaching for
The Rock of Jesus Missionary
Baptist Church where she will
deliver the morning message

Sunday, July 10 at 10:30.
After celebrating our
Alumni Picnic on Saturday,
July 9, she is extending a heartfelt invite for the Alumni to
support her with your prayers

and presence in that Sunday
worship service.
Located at 3940 18th Ave.
N., St. Petersburg, FL 33711.
Reverend Frank W. Peterman,
Jr., Pastor. Ph. 727-327-0015.

St. John Missionary Baptist Church
Located at 3200 Fifth Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712.
Ph. 727-327-1373. Rev. Norris
L. Martin, Sr., Pastor.
Please join the St. John
Family as we welcome the

Male Chorus of Spring Town
Methodist Church of
Walterboro, South Carolina for
a concert with the St. John
Male Chorus on Saturday, July
9 at 6 p.m. Come out and enjoy

a night of great gospel music.
You are also invited to
attend Sunday morning service
at 11 a.m. on July 10. Pastor
Albert Middleton of Spring
Town will be the guest speaker.
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